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Parallel Session I

· Action Research in an HE context

Pete Cannell, The Open University in Scotland

This workshop will provide opportunities to:

•       clarify what is meant by action research

•       discuss some of the strengths and limitations of action research as a technique for   

         enquiry in Higher Education

•       look at some examples of action research projects

•       explore the potential for developing action research projects in the context of our daily 

         practice. 

· Shared Thinking and Group-Oriented Generative Learning (GOGL) 

Nick Bowskill & Steve Brindley, University of Glasgow


The use of voting technology raises the possibility of changing pedagogical practices in the classroom. These technologies allow a class to work as a group (Stroup et al, 2004). The use of a shared display creates a focus on cooperative inquiry. In addition, the dialogue and participation co-constructs the content of the session. Participants in this workshop will have the chance to experience this pedagogy first-hand using a Shared Thinking approach as an example of GOGL. This involves the use of voting technology for collaborative reflection. Shared Thinking was created at University of Glasgow and more information is available at: http://www.sharedthinking.info  

Parallel Session II

· Threshold Concepts as a Research Approach

Jan Smith, University of Strathclyde



This workshop will consider the use of Threshold Concepts as one approach to pedagogic research. Through a series of activities, participants will explore issues such as:

· transformative learning - their own, as well as that of their students;

· the nature of disciplines;

· the methods used within a Threshold Concept approach; and

· the potential for applying this framework to their pedagogic research interests.

· Phenomenography: Exploring Variation in Understanding 

Stuart Boon, University of Strathclyde

Through a series of practical examples and short presentations, this workshop will provide participants with an overview of the phenomenographic research methodology, a detailed run-down of method and process, and an in depth look at analysis, leading up to the development of a phenomenographic ‘outcome space’.  Emphasis will be placed on helping participants to begin to think practically about new research or developing standing research using phenomenography and looking for ways forward from current challenges or conceptual points of interest already identified in their discipline or field.  Time for discussion will also be allotted to help participants work through their own research questions and to receive feedback relating to new and emerging plans.

· Teaching Educational and Pedagogic Research 

Cathy Bovill, University of Glasgow

This workshop will explore a range of ways in which we teach educational and pedagogic research. The session will start with a short presentation of the aims and features of teaching educational research as well as some of the associated challenges identified in relevant literature. This will be followed by the opportunity to take part in several structured activities that will enable participants to share practice and discuss key issues relating to: the methods and approaches we use to teach educational research; the kinds of educational research methodologies taught; and ways of ensuring we meet the diverse needs of those we are teaching. Participants will also have the opportunity to consider in what ways they would like to develop their teaching practice in this area.
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PROGRAMME

10.00 – 10.30

Registration and Refreshments

10.30 – 10.40

Welcome

Dr Darren Comber, University of Aberdeen and Convener of SHED
10.40 – 11.25

Keynote: Threshold Concepts 
Professor Ray Land, University of Strathclyde
11.30 – 13.00

Parallel Workshop session I (including refreshments)
Action Research in an HE Context

Pete Cannell, The Open University in Scotland

Shared Thinking and Group-Oriented Generative Learning  (GOGL)

Nick Bowskill & Steve Brindley, University of Glasgow


13.00 – 13.45

LUNCH

13.45 – 14.30

Keynote: Empowering the Scholarship of Teaching



Professor Carolin Kreber, University of Edinburgh

14.30 – 16.00
Parallel Workshop session II 

(including refreshments and closing summary discussion in each workshop)




Threshold Concepts as a Research Approach

Jan Smith, University of Strathclyde



Phenomenography: Exploring Variation in Understanding 
Stuart Boon, University of Strathclyde

Teaching Educational and Pedagogic Research 




Cathy Bovill, University of Glasgow




DEVELOPING PEDAGOGIC RESEARCH


Tuesday 20th April
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